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Fava sin, SATURDAY, i ia 16. 1796. 
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SIR, 


Was lately invited to be of a party at a penny-wedding in the neigh- 

bourhood of Edinburgh; the peculiar nature of which entertain- 
ment excited my curiofity. Nothing occurred in our way deferving 
notice, except that, at about feven miles from town, one of the com- 
pany made me obferve the following hofpitable invitation painted upon 
a board, Whoever paffes by Dalhoufie Caftle will be profecuted. Arri- 
ved near the place of our deftination, we met the bride and_bride- 
groom, accompanied by their friends, in proceffion, and dreffed in their 
beft attire. We alighted, and, joining the cavalcade, accompanied them 
to the farmer’s houfe where the ceremony was to take place. The 
room was filled with a number of farmers, and their fhowy daughters. 
The parfon pronounced a difcourfe on the duties of married perfons, and 
expatiated at great length upon the bleflings of matrimony. The nature 
of fome of the remarks, and his ftate of celibacy, drew a imile from 
fome of the young Ladies. He went, however, through the ceremony 
with a truly Apottolic vilage, and, in the plain language of the Old Tefta- 
ment, prayed that they might increafe and multiply , and raife up feed 
unto the Lord. The ceremony concluded by all the gentlemen kiffing the 
bride. I thought it not quite fair to confine their falutation he: "e, W when 
there were fo many handiome young Ladies in the room. Dinner was 


next ferved up, in the true fimplicity of the country. Thofe articles of 


luxury called knives and forks were very fcarce ; and tubs; which for 
common ferve up corn to the horles, were now convérted into tureens 


for broth. I admired yery much the rural flyle, which reminded me of 


the days when there was purity of manners. The company in general 
fhewed a good appetite, the plowmen vying with each other who fhould 
do moft honour to the feaft. One in particular, after picking the bones 
of a leg of mutton, obferved very feelingly, that he wondered the 
gentles did not eat too much, who had fuch good things every day. 
Their digeftion was aflilted by copious draughts of fmall beer. Now 
began the dance, in which all parties feemed to be in earneft. 
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joined them readily, having become a proficient in reels. The new 
married couple, particularly the wife, danced fo much, that a perfon 
might have thought this the only exercife required by marriage. Not 
contented with the Ball in the barn, we were called to the turf, where 
a dance took place in a ring, which I own I could not relifh, from its 
fimilarity to the Carmagnole. The mafter of the houfe foon called us 
back to the houfe. This I thought he did out of politenefs to my feel- 
ings; but I found the purpofe was to colle& a contribution ; 
which, together with another that had been made at the dinner, 
was, they told me, intended towards a dowry for the new married 
‘couple. After again returning to the dance, the company dif- 
miffed by degrees. We were invited to ftay to fupper with the farmer’s 
family, where we were very well entertained, and came to town next 
morning. The novelty of this feté champétre diverted me very much. 
Among the circumftances of the inftitution, one appeared very ftri- 
king, that thefe marriages take place only at a particular feafon of the 
year. In vain may a fervant wifh to embracé his miftreis before the 
ftated time. {It may, however, have its ufes, by trying lovers, and 
not allowing them, inconfiderately to follow the impulfes of the mo- 
ment. 4 was very happy to hear of another ceremony, which I un- 
derftand takes place in every part of Scotland, and among all ranks. 
‘The evening before a woman is to be married, her female friends af- 
femble, for the exprefs purpofe of wafhing her feet ; which is one ftrong 
inftance how unjuftly the Scots have been reproached for want of clean- 
linefs. It might perhaps not be improper, in the cafe of penny-wed- 
dings, where the bride dances fo much, that the ablution were repeated 
on the marriage-night. One great ufe of thefe penny-weddings, | am 
informed, is to give young people a tafte’ for marriage; and the 
parfon, who was a very fenfible man, informed me, that his experience 
fhewed that they had really this good effe&t ; and he jocularly added, 
that, like field-preachings, they were the means of greatly increafing the 
population of the country. 

Next morning I took a walk about the New Town, and thence to 
St Bernard’s Well. The beauties of this part of Edinburgh are ex- 
tremely attractive. The well is a fine picturefque object, and the tout ex 


Jemble charming. A public garden near this {pot would make a delight- 


ful fummer promenade. I have been informed, that feveral unfuccefsful 
attempts of this kind have been made ; but this, I prefume, proceeded 
more from their being ill conducted, than from want of tafte among 
people of fafhion in Edinburgh. If good mufic and a collation were 
rovided, and perhaps an illumination at night, fo as to form an agree- 
able little Vauxhall, I have no doubt but it would be well attended 
during the fhort time that Scotland enjoys a fummer. I returned by 
the Calton Hill, where I enjoyed the fineft profpe& imaginable. I have 
marked it for my favourite promenade, when the wind is not too high. 
I learn that this walk was formed a good many years ago; that while 
it was making, the crowd of Ladies, and all forts of people, was very 
great; but no fooner was it finifhed, than Fafhion, with its ufual whim, 
deferted it. Before I went home, I accompanied a Lawyer, with whom 
I had made my walk, to the Advocates Library, where indeed I have 
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been repeatedly. ‘The collection is.admirable ; but certainly improperly 
placed. To have a library under a crowded court of juftice, where 
the number of attendants neceflarily produces a great quantity of duft, is 
doing little juftice to the books, and giving {cience to the worms. Al- 
though I do not admire the ftru€ture of the Aflembly Rooms in 
George’s Street, thefe would, I think, make an excellent place of ac- 
commodation for the Library; or if that is too far diftant from the 
Court, one ‘of the four adjacent churches might be very well 
fpared for this purpofe; I mention this the rather, becaufe I fee 
fome alterations now making upon this fabric. Ufeful as this Library 
is, it is confined to the Gentlemen of the Rode. I regret much, thai 
there is wanting, both in England and here, a Library upon the foot- 
ing of the Bibliotheque Royale at Paris, where any perfon might go at al! 
times and ftudy ; and writing apparatus was furnifhed for taking notes ; 
but no book was on any account allowed to be taken away. Such 
an inftitution would be highly beneficial to the nation; and the two 
learned and rich bodies of Advocates and Phyficians would immortalife 
their names by giving their Libraries towards it; which would only 
render their ufe more extenfive. I have, in a former letter, exprefled 
my feelings at feeing the Tron Church disfiguring Hunter’s Square. 
To remove the Church, and form the Square into an Exchange, where 
the ‘Gentilshommes Bourgeots fhould not be expofed to the weather, 
would be not only an improvement to the town, but a very great or- 
nament. 

In the evening, I went to the Theatre to fee a mufical entertainment, 
called the Beggar’s Opera. There is great oddity in the idea of this 
piece. The hero a highwayman ; the heroine the illegitimate daughter 
of a thief-catcher; the other characters all of the fame ftamp; and 
the fcene Newgate ;—yet we are pleafed. The beauty and naiveté of 
the mufic, the wit of the dialogue, and the epigrammatic point of the 
fongs, make us enjoy for three hours the fociety of whores and thieves. 
The great fault indeed is, that we have too continued a run of wit ; and 
I muft add, that there are paflages which I conceive are, particularly 
at prefent, highly exceptionable, from their feditious tendency. Al- 
though I cannot highly praife the performance, it was, upon the 
whole, much better than any I have feen fince [ came to Edin- 
burgh. The principal actor has a remarkably fine voice, and a very 
good management of it. In many of the fongs, however, he fhewed 
a great want of judgment; and I fufpect he has little {cientific know- 
ledge of mufic. His finging, too, would have been much better, if he 
had avoided what are called graces, but which feldom deferve that name 
when introduced in fimple ballads. Little can be faid in praife of 
this gentleman’s acting. The company was numerous; and it gave 
me very great pleafure to obferve, that your judicious ftri@tures on the 
Ladies head-drefs have in a great meafure brought into difufe their pre- 
pofterous coverings of feathers. This fudden change is a proof 
of the good fenfe of the Edinburgh: fair ones, and will, I hope, en- 
courage you to continue to direct their tafte. The evil, however, is not 
yet entirely remedied. One box, in particular, had fuch a difplay of 


thefe unnatural ornaments, that I fuppofe it was the laft effort of a party 
to 
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to keep up this fafhion; and the rather as, being placed in one of 
the balconies, they were infulated as to fituation, and formed a 
ftrong body as to numbers, armed with plumage of all colours. The 
admiration of the fimple head-drefles of the Ladies in general thew, 
however, that Tafte and Mr Phantom had a complete victory. 
There was there one Lady, that I imagine you muft have got to 
exhibit herfelf, on purpofe to prove your doétrine. With.a face of a 
pale mahogany colour, the harfheft features, and carrying a tri-co- 
loured plume, fhe perfectly exhibited the figure of a Catabaw In- 
dian. I beg leave to fuggeft to the Ladies, that during the Race-week 
they have a particular opportunity of fhewing how far they have pro- 
fited by your inftructions. In the morning, for example, when in 
mafculine attire they follow the amufements of the turf, the fierce 
plume may be worn with charaCteriftic propriety ; and when, with the 
more delicate amufements of the evening, they refume the female 
drefs, I hope not a feather will be feen. If, after all, any female fhould 
be fo daring as to wear a plume, except at the camp, or in the {ports 
of the turf or the field, I recommend that you order fuch offender to 
be exhibited with the ornament of a peacock’s tail expanded, for the firft 
tranfgreffion, and a Turkey’s tail for the fecond, in the middle of the 


Theatre or Affembly Rooms. | 
Marquis L’Oisir. 





A Paper, entitled, «© The Ghoft, Number Twenty-fourth, and laft,” has made its ap- 
pearance, avowedly the production of one Robert Heron, a Journeyman.Author. I 
fhould have taken no notice of this miferable and fcurrilous production, were it not ne- 
ceffary to undeceive thofe who may read in the Advertifement Mr Heron has publifhed 


in the Newfpapers, that Tue GuosTt was concluded, 


« . 
With No. XXV. will be publifhed a Title-page and Table of Contents of Part Firft, 
with fome Explanatory Notes. Thefe Effays will be continued on Wednefday and Sa- 


turday as ufual. 
Amicus will find a letter for him at the Publifhers. 


« Anti-Empyricus cannot be admitted. It contains a great deal of wit and admirable 


criticifm ; but although it is my defire to expofe impoftors, I cannot receive more upon 


this fubject. 





Sold by G. Mupre anp Son, South Bridge, Edinburgh ; who receive Communica- 
tions for this Paper, poft paid, and addrefled to Mr Phantom. The Guost may 





alfo be had of Cameron AND Murpocu, Glafgow, and S. Murray, Raffel Court, 
London. 








